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23 February 2012 
 
 
 
Dear Stewart, 
 
During my evidence session on 21 February I undertook to address some of the points made 
by members of the Committee in writing.    
 
The Scottish Public Finance Manual (SPFM) has the legal status of "applicable guidance" 
issued by the Scottish Ministers as referred to in the Public Finance and Accountability 
(Scotland) Act 2000 (specifically section 22(1)(c)).   The SPFM sets out the public sector 
accountability standards required by the Accountable Officer of each public body, including 
NLS.  More information about the legislative background of the SPFM can be found at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/Intro 
 
Members asked for more information about the charges that NLS currently applies.  There 
are instances when NLS provide a charge to meet any additional “added value” costs it 
might incur.  For instance whilst NLS provide most digitised material free of charge on its 
website they charge users for “digitisation on demand” when content has not been made 
electronic.  Members of the public are charged for the production of high resolution maps if 
this is not available as part of NLS’s existing collections.  This charge covers the cost of 
digitising.   The charges applied for digital images are published on the NLS website at  
http://www.nls.uk/using-the-library/copying-services/digital-imaging 
 
As I made clear during my evidence session the essential point is that the Scottish 
Government is committed to free access.   
 
Following the evidence session my officials were asked to clarify the relationship between 
section 8(2)(a) and (b), and schedule 1, paragraph 11(1) and (2).  I understand that 
members would find it useful to understand whether the Ministerial power of direction could 
be extended to some of NLS’s general powers in some circumstances.    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/Intro
http://www.nls.uk/using-the-library/copying-services/digital-imaging


NLS must have regard to its functions when exercising any of its powers in schedule 1, 
paragraph 11 (1) and (2).   The powers can in principle be directed on by Scottish Ministers, 
subject to the restrictions in section 8(2).  A power of direction would only be used after 
careful consideration and as a means of last resort.  Scottish Ministers would need to be 
satisfied that all other requirements and controls, as set out in the SPFM and the 
Memorandum to Accountable Officers, had been exhausted.      
 
I can confirm that there has to date been no Ministerial power of direction given to a cultural 
public body. 
 

 

 
 

FIONA HYSLOP 
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